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Title of Paper:

Perception of Work among School-Age Children

Abstract:
This paper covers the perceptions that school-age children (from 7 to 11 years) have towards the world of work/concept of careers /occupations both
from the theoretical perspective as well as from available research. Developing independence, fostering friendships, as well as performing and
competing are key aspects of the child’s growth at this stage. Their ideas about careers during this time stem from their numerous experiences –
parental expectations (voiced as well as subtle); careers of significant others; gifts that they receive and materials they play with; activities and events
they participate and compete in and /or win; literature that they read; as well as media influences. Gender roles that children observe at this stage can
have a lasting impact on their career decisions. Recognizing that the choice of a career is influenced by various factors: the reality factor, the
education process, the emotional factor and the child’s own values, this paper seeks to identify how this particular developmental stage contributes to
the process of vocational choice. Theories by Ginzberg, Ginsburg, Axelrad and Herma, track the stages of career development from fantasy through
tentative and realistic ideas; while theories like Super’s and Roe’s focus on the development of self-concept as central to career development. Other
developmental theories like those of Freud and Erikson; cognitive theories by Piaget and others; and learning theories given by Bandura, Krumboltz,
etc. have also been used to explain school children’s understanding of the world of work. Finally, guidelines have been given for parents and teachers
to enhance school-age children’s awareness and understanding of work roles in the community around them. The paper has tremendous significance
for those in the fields of Child Development and Human Development; career counselors understanding the choices individuals make; as well parents
and teachers who may be unaware of the significant way in which their interactions with children have an impact on those same children’s later choice
of a career.

