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Title of Paper:

Perception of Work among Preschoolers

Abstract:
This paper encompasses the varying perceptions that preschool children (3 to 6 year olds) have towards the world of work/concept of careers
/occupations both from the theoretical perspective as well as from available research. Parents and teachers are often amused by the daily changing
decisions made by preschoolers when asked what they would like to become when they grow up. Often within the same week or even day, they shift
from wanting to be a doctor to a pilot or a zoo-keeper. Perception of work among preschoolers centers on their experiences with parents and other
adults they consider significant to themselves. Activities and events in which they participate, both in their school as well as outside, as well as media
influences also play a role in their perceptions and fantasies with regard to the world of work. Understanding these fantasies is of major importance
during this stage of development as they act as the foundation for decisions made subsequently. Recent advances in career theory have resulted in
widespread acceptance of the lifespan perspective on development. Although several theories like that of Donald Super, John Holland, Ann Roe,
Ginzberg, etc., focus briefly on the early years and cover mainly the later years, they have been used in this paper to explain this process in
preschoolers. These theories have been supplemented by developmental theories like those of Freud and Erikson; cognitive theories by Piaget and
others; and by learning theories given by Bandura, Krumboltz, etc. Finally, guidelines have been given for parents and teachers to enhance
preschoolers’ awareness and understanding of work roles in the community around them. The paper has immense value for those in the fields of Early
Childhood care and Education; Child Development; career counsellors understanding the choices individuals make; as well parents and teachers who
may be unaware of the significant way in which their interactions with children have an impact on those same children’s later choice of a career.

